developing Colorado’s

another renewable resource that's

There's been a lot of talk about
New Energy
Economy, but we're ignoring

right under our noses — and it is
worth billions.
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We must plan for a

“New Water Ecanomv”
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River alone — 300,000 hero-foel — s
worth billions of dollars, And the state’s
hiu;gr:lt river (the Colorado) pmdum 31:: h’nﬁs
mnna ‘water than the Poudre.
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Gov. Bill Ritter was in Fort Collins a few
weeks ago Introducing his Senate nominee,
Michael Bennet, and discussing the dismal state
of the state. As they both spoke, members of
the audience were waving signs that said “Stop
Glade Reservoir! Save the Poudre River!”

While Bennet and Ritter acknpwledged the
protesters and the controversial dam-and-reser-

g L

' voir project, they redirected their fogus to f.'.‘.qu-

rade’s New Energy Econpmy. That's a term ev-
ery American gnvironmental group has also
picked up, and all for good reason: Investing in
clean energy could clear the air, cool the plan-
ot, and refuel and rebuild our soonomy. Colo-
rado is well-positioned to lead in the New Ener-
gy Econamy; we have ready supplies of wind,
gun and a progressive citizenry that wants to:
push this agenda forward,

But what Colorado has more of than amr oth-

er Western state is water. We're the King of
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Gary Wockner Is Colorado program
director for Clean Wiater Action
and a member of the Fort Collins
Water Board. He is also co-founder
of the Save The Poudre Coalition,
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Obama’s challenge:
Keeping it safe
By Joan Rose

n the idiom of our day, it's not
I very sexy, It doesn't make head-
lines, 1t doesn't stir many paliti-

. cal emotions, Yet it 1s one of the
. muost important and potentially
- most costly health-relatod Lssues fue-

ininm*nurinn.. and one of the great-
est challenges facing the new admin-
intration and the nation's governors,
I refer tor the need to continue to
Lupph I:uldl |_1|._|.u| drinking water for

-population — l;ulf

! !lfﬂni ﬁﬂgtﬂbﬂl:iw—nt atime

when threats to our water security
are increasing and the infrastructure
for delivering the witer to our
homes, schools, hospitals and places
of work s crumbling,

Replacing thousands of miles of
old, rusting and leaking pipelines —

| sometimes 100 years old — is essen-
- tially a local and state issue, But cu-

mulatively, it is a serious national
problem, requiring major invest-
ment, planning and construction on

@ national scale.

Clean water s ¢ssential to all of
our lives. Ensuring its future avail-

~ ability should be a priority for the
~ new head of Department of Health

and Human Services and the heads

of Department of Interior and the

Environmental Protection Agency.
8o far, we have been lucky, But a

-gerious outbreak of E. coli in Colo-

ritdo last fall was o reminder that

" averl in states with the most impec-

“cable safety récords, breakdowns

are occurring with growing frequen-

cy and vigilance is essential to pre-

want a recurrence of waterborne dis-
SAFE » 6D
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ECONOMY: Our water is worth billions
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Water; it's our No. 1 export
“crop” in both quantity and dol-
lars, The majority of southwest-
ern U.S. water lands in Colo-
rado as snow and then melts,
quenching the thirst and
{through farming) eventually

the hunger of tens of millions of

Americans, from the burbs of
Phoenix to the Los Angeles ba-
sin, In addition, it helps Califor-
nia farmers grow crops for the
entire nation,

In Fort Collins, Ritter and
Bennet spoke just 100 yvards
away from the Cache la Poudre
River, a mere mid-sized Colo-
rado river that supports billions
of dollars in tourism, recreation
and agricultural economies,

Many cities around Colorado
are moving forward with water
conservation and efficiency pro-
ErAms as a response to-drought,
the rising cost of water, and as
a means to address the new de-
mand for water from popula-
tion growth. Stated differently,
there's a massive government
expenditure about to take place
around a very expensive com-
modity that, like energy, every
single person needs every sin-
ple day. We should be using
this enormous resource — wa-
ter and the money behind {t —
to expand our economy and to
create green jobs, protect the
environment, and save money,

Water conservation and effi-
ciency programs at the city,
state and federal level should
be tied to economie recovery
and stimulus programs that:

* Incentivize the private sec-
tor to create green Colorado
jobs. Landscaping, landscape ar-
chitecture, and the nursery in-
dustry represent a $1.8 billion
economy in Colorado — using
government incentives to point
that industry in a more sustain-
able low-water direction would
stimulate the economy and put
Coloradans back to work.

* Invest in clean, green Colo-
rado agriculture. Efficient agri-
cultural irrigation systems are
the wave of the future for Colo-
rado's §1.6 billion irrigated agri-
cultural economy. Government
expenditures should lead that

Wayne Nickerson of Fort Collins looks for a spot for fly fishing at Poudre River in Fort Collins

Hyoung Chang, The Denver Past

wave through incentives and in-
vestments,

= Support research and de-
velopment. Private industries
and Colorada’s universities
should be prime reciplents of
grant money to investigate and
create new water efficiency
technology for residences and
agriculture.

* Save money. Conservation
and efficiency are much cheap-
er alternatives to wasting mas-
sive amounts of money on new
dams and reservoirs. Investing
in conservation and efficlency
can offset future water demand
and dramatically minimize pub-
lic debt, a necessity in this de-
pressed economy,

Here's an example of how a
change in public policy could
stimulate a New Water Econo-
my: In 2008, Boulder County
passed a ballot initiative that al-
lowed homeowners to borrow
money from the county to put
solar panels on their roofs. This
initiative saves energy, saves
money by decrensing energy
costs, increases the value of the
home, and creates jobs in the so-
lar industry.

A very similar change in poli-

— . g

cy could work for the New Wa-
ter Economy by allowing home-
owners to borrow public mon-
ey to install high-efficiency irri-
gation systems or retrofit their
lawns with Xeriscaped land-
scapes. By doing so, water will
be saved, money will be saved,
the value of the home will in-
crease, and jobs will be created
in the high-tech irrlgation and
Xeriscape sector,

Beyond the needs of the cit-
1e5, the opportunities in Colo-
rado’s agricultural economy are
10 times greater, Ninety per-
cent of Colorado water is
drained from rivers and used o
grow crops, much of that very
inefficiently. In fact, in the Pou-
dre River basin, the river is of-
ten drained completely to irri-
giate crops with what is called
“flood irrigation,” where a field
is completely flooded and the
wasted water flows off in large
ditches, Government invest-
ments and incentives that en-
courage efficient sprinkler irri-
gation would save water and
thus money, increase the value
of farms, and help keep Colo-
rado’s rivers alive.

During his visit to Fort Col-

ling, Sen. Bennet said “he'd like
to help solve controversinl re-
gional issues like the Glade Res-
ervoir project,” The New Water
Economy could do just that, By
investing in water conservation
and efficiency and by keeping
water in rivers, we will be mak-
ing a permanent investment in
one of Colorado’s biggest eco-
nomic drivers: the natural envi-
ronment that brought most of
us here in the first place.

Casa in point: While Ritter
and Bennet spoke while stand-
ing near the Cache la Poudre
River, condos and lofts are pop-
ping up nearby as cltizens in-
creasingly are drawn to the
beautiful swath of open space
along the river that meanders
through town. In fact, the clos-
or you get to the river, the high-
er housing prices get. This (and
many other concerns) prompt-
ed the Fort Collins City Council
last year ta vote unanimously
against the Glade Reservoir
project, saving the Poudre was
one of the ¢ity’s “economic ¢n-
gines” that we could not afford
to lose.

A New Water Economy, in-
deed.



